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Introduction 

 

It is with great joy but also with great hesitation, that I address the sisters, but also the lay-

friends, who share with us the charism of charity, according to the style lived and suggested by 

Saint Jeanne Antide.  Here I come, to present to everybody this instrument, which I would like to 

call, may be  inappropriately, “spiritual booklet”.  It should be the first of a series, entitled “The 

power of the Word”: four numbers will be prepared in 2011, (one every three months). 

This attempt is the answer to a request, which, since years, has been made to the General 

Council and not only by the Sisters.  

The booklet N° 1, entitled “From the conflictual era to the era of the Spirit”, is composed of two 

sections. 

 The first section, in the form of a letter, unfolds in numbered thoughts, which may be 

read in succession, one after the other, or independently, individually or in groups, according to 

the time and the personal interest.  The section has the title “Chapter notes”, it was elaborated 

after the meeting, during the Chapter, with the writer and poet, but, above all, a witness, Marco 

Guzzi.  It was drafted, also treasuring the notes passed on to us by some of the Chapter sisters.   

 The second section, divided in two parts, is centred on a Word of Scripture, Lk 1:26-38, 

commonly called the Annunciation.  The first part, the largest of the whole booklet, is the 

spiritual reading of the text of Luke, drawing from the most recent exegesis, perceived with the 

sensitivity and the simplicity of the style of a sister of charity.  Why this page?  We let you find 

the answer while reading the texts.  The second part of this section, shorter, is made of two 

work-sheets (A and B), offered as an instrument to reflect personally or in groups (sisters-laity, 

preferably). 

Naturally like all instruments, this booklet has some limits, first of all, that of addressing a various 

people: different cultures, state of life, experiences, ages, sensitivity; etc. … it has only one 

quality: it opens a cycle. 

 

Sr Nunzia De Gori – soc 
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It is easier for earth to stop revolving  

than for humanity to stop moving towards its unity” 

(Teilhard de Chardin) 
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CHAPTER NOTES 

Remembering the General Chapter 2010 … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

 

 

 

Dear sisters … dear friends! 

 

Nowadays where is history going? Where is the world going?  

1. If we look around us, we realize that often a dark vision of the present prevails … A vision 

considering history to be at a crossroads, at a difficult and risky passage.  Certainly, the 

believer in Christ does not hide the difficulties, the snares of such a passage, but s/he is 

also aware that this passage is not greater than we are.  It is within our reach … if I, sister of 

charity, live in this time … if I, lay-friend of Jeanne Antide, belong to this century, it is 

because I am able to face this time and its contradictions.  

2. Therefore, we can undoubtedly say that we are living in a time of travail, of crisis.  Many 

historical cycles are ending at the same time.  The twentieth century, with all its destructive 

ideologies, has ended; the cycle of the industrial era and of political revolutions was also 

closed (1789-1989); the modern era, which, according to the Catholic writer Romano 

Guardini, followed the illusion of founding the earthly human existence on reason alone, is 

also closing.  Everywhere, everything tells us that we are going towards a point of no 

return.  Already in 1950, the great Italian-German theologian Guardini, in his work “The 

end of the modern world”, stated that ours is “a time of extreme dangers and 

extraordinary opportunities”.  And Pope Benedict, pupil of Guardini, in the last speech, 

before his election to the pontificate, echoes: “our is a time of extraordinary dangers, but 

also of unprecedented openings, opportunities, possibilities of growth” (J. Ratzinger, Subiaco 

1st April 2005) 

3. Hence, if I ask myself where we are going … if I want to know what crisis is this, what 

dangers are incumbent over humanity, well, as a believer, I ask also myself what 

opportunities this present time offers to me.  A cycle is closing, something is dying, but for 

me as a Christian something is also coming to birth … A great French writer and poet, 

Olivier Clément, a witness to Orthodox Christianity in the Western world, used to say that 

the fundamental charism of a Christian is exactly to announce, or better still, first of all live 

and then announce a birth, in any personal and historical situation.  

Disciples of the Risen Lord … in a time of crisis 

4. If we, believers in Christ, today, do not perceive that there is a birth within the crisis and 

the travail of our time, we should ask ourselves seriously, if we have lost touch with “that 

manger” of two thousand years ago … We should ask ourselves if our faith is fading away 

and if, by chance, we have assumed totally the mentality of this world.  
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5. For me as a Christian, the perspective is the Kingdom of God; my historical faith reminds 

me that Christ defeated death; in my spiritual experience I do not forget that Egypt and the 

desert are behind my back.  So? … It is in the most difficult situation that Christian faith is 

called to deal with hope.  And hope is not the attitude of one who flees the present time 

asking to an unknown tomorrow the responsibilities of today.  The Indian-Spanish 

theologian, Raimon Panikkar, said that hope is the virtue able to recognize the Invisible in 

the present, that is, the future of God already happening in the history we live. 

6. Here comes, dear sisters and friends, the great provocation for us, believers of this time: to 

live the enthusiasm of a difficult time, I would say even the exaltation of a great challenge, 

the decisive challenge, in which we can lose everything or get everything, re-gain it in a 

new way, unprecedented and greater, because the crisis tells us, precisely, that something 

is dying but also that something is coming to birth.  

7. Therefore, we are in travail, it is true.  And, since we are believers in Something going to be 

born, citizens of a Kingdom not belonging to this world, disciples of the “Risen Lord”, who 

defeated death forever, we call this crisis: crisis of growth.  A positive crisis … a crisis 

carrying a future within itself.  Here comes what really matters: I, sister of charity … you, 

lay friend, are we able to perceive this general crisis as a crisis of growth?  Are we able to 

pick up, among the contradictions of the time, the signs of future and attune ourselves to 

them?  Or are we being caught up into the whirlpool of pessimism, disengagement and 

non-sense?  How can we live within such an extreme and unique time in a creative and 

positive way, without resigning to it, as Christians, as consecrated women … as human 

beings? 

A period of transition, unprecedented in human history 

8. Certainly, this period of transition makes us observe a general identity crisis, involving all 

identities.  Let us think of “gender” identity: what does being male … female mean today?  

Let us think to “national” identities: what does being Italian or French … European or 

African … local or universal mean?  Let us think of “religious” identities: what does being 

Christian, Buddhist, Hindu or Muslim mean today?  Is it possible to live together, without 

falling in confusion, oppression, conflict, abuse of power? …  Let us think of our own 

identity as “believers and religious”: in the western societies, is not marriage in crisis?  Is 

not consecrated life in crisis? In many African societies is not the traditional culture in 

crisis?  Everywhere, in the Church, is not the figure of the priest in crisis?   Are not the old 

traditional methods of evangelizing in crisis?  

9. Globalization, like an overflowing river pulled down the banks, went beyond borders, took 

away limits, not only in a geographical sense, but also in a cultural and ethical sense.  

Everything tend to become confused and mixed up … We go towards a vision of facts and 

events that confuse what is real and what is virtual.  People who are 20 years old today 

were born after the optical fibre or the cable network, the satellite or the “Wi-Fi” … were 

born in the “web civilization: citizens of a planet with neither lands nor seas”.  
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10.  “The whole history is made of a succession of crisis”, stated Jean Guitton (the great French 

Catholic philosopher, who lived across the XX century - friend of Popes and observer at the 

Council).  How many peoples, cultures, civilizations have fallen along the centuries!  How 

much decadence, declines, defeats, but also how many re-birth, recoveries, re-flourishing!  

The crisis has always been the engine of history and history has always been made of 

increase and decrease, going forward and backward … It goes on like this for millenia.  

11. Then, is the crisis of our time a crisis like many others, which have already happened in 

history, or is it a totally new crisis?  Is it only longer and more difficult … is it different only 

in its “intensity” or also in its “nature”?  J. Guitton, who asked the question, observes that 

everything moves as if humanity was on the threshold of a crisis which does not involve 

any more one aspect or the other, but the whole existence of humanity as such.  And 

together with him the best minds of the 20th century got the intuition of living a phase in 

history, after which nothing would ever be as before.  

12. In short: a cycle is closing … the escalation of conflicts reminds us of it.  It happens always; I 

would almost say that it is a physical law: the speed of river water increases when 

approaching a waterfall.  It is under our eyes: conflicts and clashes, involving not only the 

army but civilizations, are multiplying; the question about ecology, comes to light, grows 

and exacerbates; the rights of people are diminishing while slavery, discrimination and 

injustice are spreading; the non-sense grows … it seems indeed that our Planet is close to 

its “waterfalls”. 

13. It is true, that since the beginning of humanity, history has always been a history of 

oppression and conflicts; a history of defence and aggression; a history of affirmation and 

negation of identity; that is a conflictual history.  But our time, with the acceleration of our 

crisis, has become aware that this way of being human, selfish and conflictual, leads 

directly to self-destruction.  And what a destruction!  The human being holds in his hands 

the power of shattering in one afternoon the Planet God built in billions of years.  “For, the 

future of the world stands in perils”, wrote the Gaudium et spes (No. 15), already in 1965.  

Mother Maria Luisa dedicated some meaningful passages to this subject in the first part of 

her Circular Letter of 2006.  Even the Chapter of 2005 observed that we are in an 

irreversible crisis of a certain way of living. 

14. What does all this mean?  Perhaps, the end of humanity is inscribed in its future? Perhaps 

that human being, early or late, will switch off its own existence?  I do not know if all this 

will ever happen, but I know for certain that unity is the destiny of  humanity: “It is easier 

for Earth to stop revolving than for humanity to stop moving towards its unity … urged by 

love, which is the most universal, formidable and mysterious of cosmic energies”, stated 

Teilhard de Chardin.  I know that Jesus prayed so that “they may be one” (Jn 17:11.21.22). I 

know also, that God dreams that all peoples become one family.  

15. Perhaps this dream will take time to come true, but it will happen … However, is not the 

process of globalization, which has accompanied till today, in an evolving way, the whole 

history of humanity, though with a certain ambiguity, a sign of this vocation of humanity, of 
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this tendency towards unity? … When God created it, the human being found itself similar 

to God (Gen 1:26.27) … He made him in his own image.  The sin of the origins turned the 

human being away from his Creator, making him roam and fight along his whole history, 

but did not cancel that image, which, instead, remains inscribed in its being  (cf. Wisdom 

2:23-24).  The human being succeeded in going far from the Garden of Eden and from the 

tree of life, but not from his likeness with its Creator.  

16. And then? … What can happen to this humanity after reaching the extreme, the point of no 

return in its conflicts?  When the human being has the real possibility of destroying the 

world in one afternoon, tell me, what else can be more aggressive?  It is not possible to go 

further: it would be the end!  What direction can be taken?  Going back? … Stop? … 

Where?  Every era of history was, at its level, a conflictual era.  Joel, one of the last 

prophets of the Old Testament, observes that “nothing is left” of Eden (Joel 2:3), as if to say 

that there is no possibility of going back to the era of initial innocence.  And Paul, writing to 

the Corinthians, will say that Adam, the first Adam, the innocent inhabitant of Eden, does 

not exist anymore: “taken from earth he went back to earth” (1Cor 15:47).  

17. Hence: where can our humanity go? … “Le retour est en avant” … The return is ahead, 

would say René Char, a great French poet of the twentieth century.  We go back moving 

forward; it seems a paradox, but it is not.  The Magi give us the example: they do not take 

the same way to go back to the East; they go back, moving forward, following another way 

… What is requested of humanity is not to change destination but the route.  Jesus who 

from Jerusalem wants to go back home, to Nazareth in Galilee (cf. Jn 4:3), does not change 

destination when he stops by the well of Shechem, he simply changes route. 

In the beginning unity … In the beginning relationship 

 (Teilhard de Chardin) 

 

18. All the sharpest observers, believers or not, today, do not only agree that the conflictual 

era of humanity reached its final destination, but they also believe that humanity is called 

to a new anthropological passage.  The destination of humanity does not change - its 

vocation is unity – what changes is the route to reach it.  Then, if not taking the conflictual 

way what else? …  The image of Eden comes back strongly.  Do you remember? …  Leaving 

in a traumatic way that garden, the human being carried with himself the drama of the 

rupture with God, ending up developing a conflictual identity at a historical level.  Yet the 

likeness with its Creator remained undeletable in its being … even when his name is Cain 

(cf. Gn 4:15). Then? …  

19. Perhaps, the post-conflictual humanity is called to build its own future, going back to that 

likeness? … Perhaps the new route of humanity passes through the self-awareness of being 

“image of God”? … And what does this mean?  When I think of God, who, through his  

creative action, broke the silence of eternity, I think of a God who came out of his splendid 

solitude and created the other than oneself: the universe, and in the universe the human 

being.  When he shaped man, breathing in the nostrils of Adam, he made him “in his own 

image and likeness”, he shaped him according to himself, he infused in him his divine 



8 
 

openness towards otherness.  It means that He created him as a relational-creature.   That 

is the opposite of what the human being has developed and lived, far from its Creator. 

20. Let us stop for a while on this biblical category of human being-image-of-God, which 

perhaps the culture of today is assuming without being aware.  

According to many observers of the 20th and 21st centuries, the singularity of our time is in 

the fact that a new anthropology is affirmed: a new human being is coming to birth.  With 

difficulty, yes, among thousand contradictions, in the great travail of the conflictual ego, 

but there is the perception that humanity is at a turning point: the relational human being 

is going to be re-born.  Why do we think that humanity took up this direction?   

21. Is not the great and complex phenomenon of globalization going towards a meeting, if we 

look at its potential?  Does not globalization, together with conflicts, develop also 

relationships? … And also: does not the culture of the media, complex and contradictory as 

it is, have in itself the capacity of enabling people to meet?  Together with the power of 

subjugating the conscience, do not the media have the power of bringing closer what is 

different, connecting them? … Moreover, there is no need to be a scientist to understand 

that humanity, in its historical process, while increasing in number, becomes simpler in its 

ethnic, cultural and linguistic diversity.  Linguistic scholars, for example, point out, that out 

of more than two hundred original idioms known for thousands of years, today only 

around forty are left … The human process according to science is going towards a 

simplification that believers call “unity”.  

22. Humanity, therefore, after the conflictual ego, that characterized it, for millennia, since the 

day Adam left the Garden of Eden (cf. Jn 1:23), “now” is generating the “new human being”.  

Pope John XXIII, at the opening of the Council, expressing the feelings of our time, 

announced with great emphasis: “We are at the beginning of a new era: it is just dawning”.  

But how is it possible?  It seems almost a “crazy” statement, in contradiction with the 

upsetting events of our time … In reality, in this transition period, the struggle becomes 

harder, the “beast”, to use an apocalyptic image, is giving the last strikes … Not by chance it 

is mentioned 32 times in the sacred Scripture.  It means that we live the apocalyptic time of 

resistance and of trans-formation … the travail of a new birth.  

Christ ... the New Man  

23. Dear sisters … and all of you, friends, listening to our time with us, at the service of a new 

diaconia of charity … has not Christianity been proclaiming this new birth, for 2000 years?  

Is not Christ the new man, the new Adam?   For us Christians, has not the selfish and 

conflictual ego already ended with the resurrection of the Lord Jesus?  Where is, oh death, 

your victory? (1Cor 15:55).  It is him, Jesus-the Adonai, “the relational man”, who does not 

need to show his strength by opposing, excluding … Rather, we Christians confined this 

extraordinary novelty within a big paradox, for two thousand years: Christ is the new man, 

but in the history and life of people, after the Easter morning, “the old man” kept prevailing 

(cf. Rm 6:6; Eph 4:22; Col 3:9) … Paul would say “the evil man, the son of destruction” (2Thess 
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2:3). Isn’t it perhaps also our responsibility, if the world has not yet perceived that the new 

humanity it is looking for is already there? … And isn’t it the Lord Jesus, crucified and risen? 

24. History has never seen so much prophecy, as well as an increasing conflict as during these 

20 centuries of the Christian era.  Christianity has generated so much holiness.  How many 

men and women, giants of faith, fathers and mothers of the Church, together with myriads 

of anonymous daily saints, have contributed in these last 20 centuries, to make visible the 

new humanity born in Christ!   But how much the conflictual ego kept dominating in these 

long centuries of history “after Christ”! … In the last 500 years (from 1500 to 2000), it is 

estimated that millions of people have died because of violence and human selfishness, 

more than ten times the number of people killed in pre-Christian history.  And Christians 

did not just play a marginal role in this conflictual history.  

25. In our days a very beautiful gesture was made by John Paul II during the great Jubilee.  A 

gesture whose meaning, value, and prophetic consequences will be perceived and lived in 

the next centuries.  You remember the historical 12th March 2000, when the Pope asked 

forgiveness from God and from history, for all the sins made by the Church, in the 20 

centuries of its existence?  “We ask pardon … We confess our responsibilities as Christians 

…”.  It would be nice to retake that text and use it for a “catechesis”, together: sisters and 

lay friends.   

26. Well, these 20 centuries, of unprecedented novelty and yet so tormented, are there simply 

to witness how hard the struggle to pass from the conflictual ego to the relational ego is … 

just as the dragon of the Apocalypse (cf. Rev. 12:4), whose tail “drags down one third of the 

stars of the sky precipitating them on earth”, so the conflictual ego finds it hard to die.  

“The creation moans and suffer till today in the pains of childbirth”, observes Paul writing 

to the Christians in Rome (Rom 8:22).  It is the time of the struggle, between the darkness 

fleeing and the signs of the day advancing.  It is the travail of trans-formation, the difficulty 

of changing, of the passage … After Christ, no age is exempted from it.  No one can escape 

it.  

27. This passage does not take place automatically, it requires that each person makes it … 

There is no transformation of humanity which is not first of all a transformation of the 

historical person, therefore of each person … The conversion from the conflictual ego to 

the relational ego is not automatic.  It is the process of a trans-formation that each person 

is called to make.  It means that an abstract humanity leaving behind all conflicts cannot 

exist unless there is a concrete humanity, made of millions, may be billions, of men and 

women, ready to go through a historical process, in time and space, through a painful 

though purifying transition: from the conflictual to the relational ego. 

28. Then, sisters and friends  … we are part of this multitude of men and women, “thrown in 

time and history” … are we, daughters and friends of Saint Jeanne Antide, ready to work in 

ourselves this trans-formation?  Better: have we, first of all, welcomed the New Man Jesus 

in our life?  Do we understand that the non-conflictual humanity is in Him?  Perhaps with 

our mind, yes, we understood … But, is it enough? …  
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A new humanity … a new diaconia 

29. The time has come, it is the moment of entering into a new spiritual dynamic, to assume a 

mentality of change.  How much of conflictual is still there in our way of being women and 

men of our time?  How much of conflictual is still there in my being a sister? … in your  

being a lay friend of Jeanne Antide?  How much of conflictual is still there in my being 

authority in the Congregation … in your being parents … sisters in community … husband 

and wife within the marital relationship?  

30. The General Chapter was an important moment of self-awareness.  How can we contribute 

to build a new humanity, more simple, fraternal and in solidarity, hence non-conflictual but 

relational … if we do not leave the cracked cisterns of selfishness and the conflict present in 

us, in our communities, in our families … in our local churches and in our societies, to go 

regularly to Him, the source of the new humanity? … How can we contribute to make grow, 

in our societies, this humanity, less selfish and simpler, less conflictual and more relational, 

less individualistic and more capable of solidarity?  Yes, dear sisters and friends … we are 

truly at a crucial time of history.  The big tensions of today tell us this, also our Chapter, 

though in a more modest way told us the same: the time has come, and it is now!  The 

change starts from us …  

31. Therefore, to what do we want to conform our mind?  Our lifestyle?  Our relationships?  

On which wavelength do we want to tune in?  On the wavelength of what is dying, clinging 

on the conflictual era, on our small profit, our selfishness, or on the less evident and subtle 

wavelength of what is laboriously trying to be born?  This is the time of a new humanity …  

32. A relational humanity which has in the “gift of oneself” the higher expression of its identity. 

A humanity, which finds its fulfilment not in opposing, but in opening to the other; not in 

separation, but in closeness; not in contrasting, but in unity.  A humanity finding happiness 

in making others happy.  Jeanne Antide would say: “We will become holy – that is, we will 

be happy – working for the happiness and above all for the salvation of the poor”, 

(Preliminary Discourse).  A humanity, therefore, that strengthens its identity losing itself in 

the poor.  

33. The poor, therefore, are the “you” of this new humanity.  As suffering members of Christ, 

they are “the other”, leading me to myself.  Paraphrasing a very strong statement of the  

French poet Jean Arthur Rimbaud: “Je est un autre” (I is another one), I could say that a 

new  humanity is growing in me, when I am able to say that the identification with the 

“poor” is growing in me: the Poor-Christ, first of all, and in him the impoverished and 

excluded humanity, (cf. Mt 25:35-40). 

34. “The other lives in me”: I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  And by analogy: “the poor 

live in me”.  It is my relationship with Christ, recognized and served in the poor, that builds 

up my identity, my humanity, because it is Him, Christ-in-them, that weakens my conflictual 

ego … What should we do, then?  A changing process, of trans-formation is demanded: 

You, sister of charity … you friend of Jeanne Antide, do you want to contribute to make 
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grow a new humanity?  Convert the conflictual ego in you!  Start from yourself … you-

person, you-community, you-institution!  Yes, because changing the world means changing 

first of all oneself.  

   

 

The Power of the Word transforms  

How? …  

The hour has come for us, to enter in a new spiritual dynamism, that makes our 

“communities”, the meeting place at Shechem, where the Power of the Word transforms 

our mentality, our relationships, our lifestyle, in view of a new diaconia of charity. 

 

   

The power of the Word!  It is to the Word that we want to give priority in this itinerary 

made of 4 steps, which we are going to follow, in the year 2011, suggesting only a lectio.  

Our reading of some pages of the Gospel, will touch only the literal level trying to enable an 

authentic understanding of the text.  Other instruments, at personal or community level, 

according to the culture and the place, may help the people, the communities, and the 

groups to follow deeper itineraries leading to practical commitments …  

 

Enjoy the work … together! ... 

 
Soc 

 

     

 

 


