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INTRODUCTION 
 

One early morning in July 1787, Jeanne Antide left her family and her village, following her 

vocation and her deep wish: "to leave everything out of love for God"
1
. On that day she joined the 

Daughters of Charity in Langres and became a Postulant.  

 

Jeanne Antide spent in Paris three of the 6 years she lived among the Daughters of Charity
2
 as a 

novice: 

- One  year at the seminary 

- One year with the Incurables 

- 10 to 12 months at the Mother House. 

 

Without considering the year spent in Sceaux Penthièvre, in the South of Paris, which in its best 

times (1700) was a place of leisure for the Parisian nobility… 

 

Dates Places  

July 1787 Langres -  Hospital of Charity 

Nov 1787 – Oct 1788  Paris – Mother House (Seminary) 

Oct 1788- Oct 1789  Alise St. Reine 

Oct 1789- Jan 1790 Langres – Hospital St. Laurent 

Jan 1790 – End of 1790 Sceaux Penthièvre 

End of 1790 – End of June 1791 Paris -  Hospital of the Incurables 

End of June 1791 – September 1792 Paris – Mother House 

September 1792  Bray sur Somme 

August 1792 Peronne  

Autumn1792 Paris – Mother House  

November 1793 Return to Besançon 

 

3 years not to be ignored. Three years, where Jeanne Antide lived in a large town, a capital city, 

where there was a constant flow of new ideas, and where the Revolution began in 1789.  

3 years of city life, a life more delicate than that of the country… and which made Fr Receveur say, 
the first time J.A. spoke to him: « Madam, to be a solitaire, you must work to become a rough 

country woman.»
3
 

3 years, two of which strongly shaken by the events and the demands of the revolutionaries. 2 years 

during which J.A. directly witnessed to the events which marked for ever France and the Church, 

and influenced the general way of thinking at that time. 

Paris became central to the French Revolution in 1790 – 1793, and later. 

 

 

                                                 
1
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2
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3
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Jeanne-Antide summed up the period in this way: 

 

« I was among those left to the mercy of angry people in the hospital of the Incurables in Paris, then 

we were detained for 3 months in the same hospital, and finally sent back to the Mother House… 

Therefore, I was a true victim of the Revolution.»  
4
 

 
The Daughters of Charity in France: 

Around 1790 the Daughters of Charity had more than 400 communities and they counted 3500 

members. In Paris on the eve of the Revolution, their presence was important. They ran many of the 

hospitals in Paris, this led to the evolution of their community’s style, in fact their communities had 

a large number of members and their lifestyle was similar to that of nuns living in cloisters. 

 

In 1790 there were 590 Sisters in Paris: 

- 182 in hospitals 

- 408 dedicated to other works (schools, parishes) in Paris’ 
neighbourhoods 

 

They were loved by the people. «They brought comfort to hearts and bodies, a double dimension 

which aimed at transcending and reconciling the duality of the human person among the many poor 

people they served.» 
5
 

 
They were women of prayer, yet competent, they had the know-how, were specialised in pharmacy, 

and enjoyed a good reputation. 

 
Formation: the postulate lasted from 5 to 6 months; the internal seminary (Novitiate) lasted about 6 

years 

The criteria of admission were: to be legitimately born, to enjoy a good health, to be 

psychologically healthy, to have a good spirit, to have the desire to work. 

 

The signs of a vocation were: to wish to serve God during one’s whole life; to work for God 

Alone; to see in the community a sure way of salvation; to have the disposition to leave one’s 
family and country to go wherever one may be sent, no matter where.  

 

 
 

I- PARIS The Seminary  1st November 1787 – End of October 1788 
 

Seminary: is the name chosen by Mr Vincent for the Novitiate, in order to avoid any reminder of 

religious life for his Company. The Seminary was at the Mother House in Paris, opposite to St 

Lazare, the Mother House of the Fathers of the Mission.  

The Mother House had been founded there by Vincent de Paul and Louise de Marillac. The parish 

church of St. Laurent, where Louise de Marillac was buried (in 1660, then her corpse was 

transferred in the chapel of the Mother House in 1755) was attached to the Mother House of the 

Daughters of charity. 

  

The average age of postulants was between 20 and 24 years of age.
6
  

In those days at the Mother House there were about 300 Sisters, of which more than 100 were 

novices
7
, and 150 were elderly or sick Sisters. 

                                                 
4
 Letter to Mr Debry, 14 February 1805, LD p. 222-223 

5
 Dinet-Lecomte M.C.,  Les religieuses hospitalières,  Revue de l’Eglise de France 1994, p. 210 

6
 Matthieu Brejoin de Lavergnée, Histoire des Filles de la Charité, p. 306 

7
 133 entrées en 1787,  Matthieu Brejon de Lavergnée, Le temps des cornettes, p. 34 
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A day at the  Seminary: 
8
 

- Rising 4.00 a.m.: in the dormitory of the junior Sisters someone shall say loudly:  "In the name 

of God, my Sisters, please get up". The Sisters shall answer in chorus: “Blessed 

be God’s Holy name". 

Once dressed the Sisters kneel to offer their day to the Lord and kiss the floor as 

a sign of blessing  

-      In the chapel for the community prayers  

- Breakfast 

- 6.00 a.m.: each one goes to the service she was given for the week (laundry, sweeping, 

washing-up, service at table, infirmary…) 
- 7.00 a.m.: Mass 

- 8.00 a.m.: Instruction and study time, besides learning or practicing  reading and writing 

- End of morning: Examen and prayer at the chapel 

- Meal 

- Recreation 

- 2.00 p.m.: Second instruction - learning 

- End of afternoon: Examen and prayer at the chapel 

 

On Wednesdays in a small conference, the virtue to be practiced during the week was spoken of. It 

was also the time for the "spiritual charity": "the Sisters who asked for it the previous week, after 

being warned, kneel down and accuse themselves of their faults and receive their penitence" 

 

Each junior Sister had a guardian angel that was an elderly Sister who led her in her first steps. 
 

"Generally after six months, the junior Sister receives the habit. It is a great day  without pomp. For 

the Sisters who have already received the habit, it is the day of being sent to an establishment, a 

parish or hospital." 
 

The seminary was also the time "to assimilate the religious habitus, which is common to all 

Daughters of Charity": simple clothing, poised walking, greeting and the talking among Sisters and 

with others, controlling one’s spontaneity, caring for one’s body, etc…  
The Seminary was also "the place for the transmission of an urban culture" to Sisters who often 

came from the countryside. 

 

 

ALISE SAINTE REINE   October 1788 – October 1789 
 

After receiving the Holy Habit, Jeanne-Antide was sent to Alise St. Reine, a town in Bourgogne, 

which had long been known as the place of Alesia (Battle of Julius Caesar against Vercingetorix). 
  

It was a Region noted for its wines. That is why the first mistress of novices tells her: «You will be 

fine in this region; there is some good wine: you will have all that you need, because your health is 

weak and not too strong.» 

 

Another Sister also told her: «My daughter, don’t say that you suffered from headache. You may 

take baths.» 
9
 

 

Saint Reine: as tradition has it, Reine lived in the third century and was a martyr beheaded in 252 

after Jesus Christ. A miraculous source sprung up on the spot where she was martyred. In the 15
th 

century a chapel was built and many pilgrims came to visit it from all over France and Europe. The 

water has been used for drinking and for baths since the 17
th

 century. 

                                                 
8
 Matthieu Brejon de Lavergnée, Histoire des Filles de la Charité, p. 308,ss 

9
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The waters are renowned for the cure of skin diseases. The water acts as a detergent on the skin. In 

separate rooms there were wooden or leather baths and buckets.   

In 1789, there were 80 beds in all: 42 beds for people with various sicknesses (22 men – 20 

women); 30 beds for person suffering from skin diseases; 8 beds for orphans. 

 

 At the same time in Paris: 
When Jeanne-Antide was at Alise the French Revolution began on 14

th 
July 1789. The 

demonstrations on the roads of Paris kept increasing. 
 

For over a century the Daughters of Charity, and the Lazarists had been working in Paris serving   

the poor, however, … on the eve of the fall of the Bastille, the 13
th

 July 1789, the revolutionaries 

made havoc of St. Lazare. The people thought that important reserves of wheat were hidden there. 

Everything was devastated and destroyed, even the room of Saint Vincent de Paul.  His relics were 

saved just on time.             

 

« It was rumoured that the Fathers of Saint Lazare had hidden a large provision of 

wheat. These priests were, therefore, goods hoarders who deprived the people. They, 

who every day fed hundreds of poor people. Their doors were broken, the bandits ran 

into the house. They found nothing except the 400 religious of St. Lazare. They asked 

for money…. Towards 10 o’clock in the morning, they were about to leave when a 
larger number of people came to the house… Everything was sacked and pillaged, even 
the room where St. Vincent de Paul had lived. The granaries were set on fire.… » 

10
 

 

The 14
th

 July, at 5 pm, the Mother House of the Daughters of Charity was invaded by a crowd of 

men and women armed with swords and picks and looking for wheat. They demanded to open the 

chapel, where 98 sisters of the Seminary had found refuge. Seeing those young Sisters in prayer, the 

revolutionaries were astonished; some of them removed their hat, others shyly knelt down, then, all 

went away. The Sisters saw in that event the particular protection of the Virgin Mary.  
  

If the Lazarist Fathers lived in comfort, and had some luxury, the Sisters lived in poverty and 

simplicity. Cayla, the General Superior at that time said: "Perhaps God wanted to punish by this 

disaster the lack of simplicity of our Fathers and lead us back to the becoming modesty of our state  

…" 11
 

 

At Alise Sainte Reine, the Sisters were also disturbed: 

 

In 1789 the revolutionary effects also reached the hospital: « it was invaded by a crowd 

who injured the bursar and the Sisters and did not leave the place until the police 

intervened … » 
12

 
 

Jeanne Antide remained for more than one year at Alise, her health was not good, she often had 

high temperature. The doctors said that the climate of the place did not suit her. Thus, she was sent 

to the hospital Saint Laurent in Langres, where she remained only 3 months. There she faced the 

superficiality of some Sisters, and a proposal of marriage. As soon as her health improved she made 

herself available for a new assignment, and returned to Paris by coach in January 1790. Two days 

after her arrival she was sent to Sceaux Penthièvre "some miles away from Paris". 
13

 

 
 

                                                 
10

 Biver P. et M.L. Abbayes, Monastères et Couvents de Paris  p. 528 
11

 Matthieu Brejon de Lavergnée, Le temps des cornettes, p. 29 
12

 Bolotte M., Alise Sainte Reine au 17
ème

 et 18
ème

 siècle, p. 95 
13

 MSR, LD p. 28 
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III- SCEAUX  PENTHIEVRE  January 1790 – End of 1790 
 

The community assisted all kinds of people in need. The Sisters lived in a house and comforted the 

poor, taught in a school and gave religious instruction to young girls. 

 

Sceaux with its elegant castle was a fashionable place in the beginning of the XVIII century, 

frequented by nobility. Consequently the town had quite a worldly life-style, which influenced also 

the Sisters’ community and caused unpleasant consequences “…all the young Sisters in that house 
had renounced their state, and some of them were in the town, married.” 

14
 

 

The Superior took Jeanne Antide along «with her when visiting important people…». Jeanne-

Antide, herself was sent by her superior without much consideration. She « went as far as the 

Duke’s antechamber but she was praying God to be refused». 

J.A. also received a marriage proposal, which she refused strongly and without hesitations. Dealing 

with the Superior of the community was not simple either. Even the Duke was aware of her abusive 

and sometimes unbalanced behaviour  

 

 At the same time in Paris, the Revolution was in full swing. Inventories of the 

religious houses were carried out in order to destine the goods of the clergy to the Nation. 

In January1790 the Sisters at the Mother House submitted their declaration of goods (2 houses, the 

annuities, etc.) and an inventory of what was in the Mother House. In July 1790, 3 officers went to 

the Mother House to verify the inventory at the presence of the General Superior, Sister Deleau. 

Many more formalities followed and Sr. Deleau tried to avoid it invoking the poverty and simple 

life they led and justifying that the goods were at the service of the suffering humanity, the poor. 
 

Religious vows were abolished on 13
th

 February 1790. The Daughters of Charity reckoned that this 

did not concern them "as they made simple vows and were free to leave the community whenever 

they wanted". 
 

On 12
th

 July 1790, the Civil Constitution of the Clergy was approved.  

On 27
th

 November 1790, the oath of fidelity to the Constitution was approved.  

The refractory priests (who refused the oath) found refuge in convents’ chapels, where they could 

celebrate the Cult. 

When the sworn priests (who had sworn the oath) were established in parishes and hospices, met a 

strong religious opposition by the people who refused to attend their masses. 

The arrival of a sworn priest made J.A. ask to be transferred. Therefore, she was sent to the 

Incurables in Paris. 

 

 

 IV- PARIS Hospital for the Incurables    End of 1790 – End of 1791 
 
«There were 44 sisters of the same Institute. They were employed to care for the sick together with 

others… » 
15

  

The Incurables was a vast hospital situated at the heart of Paris, in the district of Faubourg St. 

Germain, a district with many large convents, (the Foreign Missions of Paris; the Benedictines, the 

Carmelites, the Bernardines …). The hospital was founded in 1634 by «benefactors of humanity» 

(among them the Cardinal of Rochefoucault), in order to assist many unfortunate people «who, 

besides a great misery, were also affected by incurable diseases». 

                                                 
14

 MSR, LD p. 28 
15

 MSR, LD p. 29 
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Vincent de Paul spoke of this hospital in the Conference of the 11
th

 November 1657. He talked 

about sicknesses the Sisters could not accept: «… neither those affected by hydrops, nor by lung 

diseases, nor epileptics … in Paris, God has provided them with a hospital for the Incurables. … ». 

Coste X,339 

       

« This hospital has got a vast area comprising «separate courtyards, communicating 

with one another, and a spacious avenue bordered with trees which is a great resource 

for the sick. Two great blocks of lodgings in the shape of a cross are separated by quite 

a big Church open to the public…  the wards for the sick, the old people and the 

incurables are cold … This was due to the high ceilings.… »16
  

 

He noted also other faults: the lack of water, and dry latrines. 

 

«Everyday, morning and evening, they are given a portion of bread, wine and meat; 

they are also given linen and clothes, as well as temporal and spiritual care according to 

their needs; on their part they are bound by a rule which obliges them to do some light 

work in the house.» 
17

 

 

There were 74 staff members: 4 health officers; 43 Sisters; 22 domestics 

There were 5 wards for men and 5 wards for women. In 1790 the hospital had the capacity of 446 

beds, (199 men – 247 women) 
18

 
  

But the sick complained and expressed their discontent… : 

 

«We do not know of any other public establishment, against which as many  

reclamations and laments were raised as those hailed against the hospital of the 

Incurables.  

Whether these reproaches were true, whether many of them could be due to some kind 

of anxiety and ill-humour, which one can naturally suppose in suffering people who get 

easily bored as they have very little to distract them. They lament above all the 

parsimony with which they are treated, both for food and for all other necessities or 

amenities. They are equally unhappy with the service rendered to them by the Sisters 

and the domestics in the house; the former are accused for their harshness and 

despotism; the latter for negligence and bad habits. The rare visits of medical doctors  

and administrators are another cause of grief about which they insist.» 
19

 

 

« On March 1791, the board of administrators of the Hôtel-Dieu informed the municipality that 

indiscipline reigned in that hospital, as well as in that of the Incurables »
20

 

By indiscipline they meant the revolutionary movement … 

In the episode at the Incurables, the Sisters were accused of not acting for the good of the sick. 

 

« The municipality was also informed, by the above-mentioned report of the 30
th

 

March 1791, of the indiscipline that reigned at the Incurables. 43 Daughters of Charity 

served in this hospice, surrounded by beautiful gardens, and provided lodgings for men 

                                                 
16

 La Rochefoucauld,  Rapport fait au comité de mendicité p. 23 - 26 
17

 Ibid 
18

 Tenon  Mémoires sur les hôpitaux de Paris p. 75 
19

 La Rochefoucauld,  Rapport fait au comité de mendicité p. 23-26. The patients at the Incurables had written on 3
rd

 

December 1789, the "observations about the management at the hospital of the Incurables, presented by in-mate of the 

establishment at the National Assembly" – Alexandre Tuetey, L'Assistance publique à Paris pendant la Révolution T. I, 

p. 150-167 
20

 Boussoulade P.,  Moniales et Hospitalières dans la tempête de la Révolution, p. 93 
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and women suffering from incurable diseases. The hospital depended from the 

Administrators of the Hôtel Dieu… The Superior, sister Beaujon, had been (according 

to them) sent away for this offence. The new Superior, Sister Clavelot, was thought  

« to have cared more for providing herself with feminine fabrics and cloths, as well as 

jam….» 
21

 

 

Therefore, Jeanne Antide saw the passage of 2 Superiors in this community… 

 

This situation got political relevance and the priests were accused, especially the dean of the 

chaplains, Mr Seguin, who was an unconstitutional priest as well as many other chaplains at the 

Incurables.  

 

About this same event Sr. Rosalie wrote something different in her manuscript:  

« The priests in this hospital were very edifying…but because they had refused to take the oath, the 

National Chamber dismissed them from the hospital and had them replaced by the impious and 

schismatic priests who had taken the oath. The Sisters together with others, did not want to assist at 

their masses for fear of being part of the schism… and J.A. hid herself in a coal shed to avoid being 
obliged to attend those masses … They were required to take the oath but they constantly refused to 

do so.» 
22

    

 

The Daughters of Charity never called the sworn priests, neither for themselves, nor for the sick 

who were not in danger of dying. The sworn priests aimed at taking over the management of the 

hospital; thus the Sisters called in refractory priests. 

 

The journalist Gorsas, in his newspaper « Le Courrier de Paris », on 31
st
 May 1791, accused the 

Sisters of receiving anti-constitutional priests, and again on 7
th

 June he accused them of taking away 

part of the food destined to the sick. 

 

« There is already quite a long list of citizens who are willing to bring to reason these 

insolent beguines, who for almost a fortnight have been refusing, to the elderly people 

who have retired there, … the assistance these deplorable victims of pain were used to 

receive from religion. These hypocrites beguines had an altar and separated 

confessionals built, in order to procure for themselves the joy of having Masses said by 

refractory priests.» 
23

 

 

The situation of the Sisters became more and more unbearable. Journalist Gorsas’ campaign raised 

against them the suspicion of the Red Cross Section Committee.  

Paris was divided in revolutionary Sections, that of the Incurables was first named Red Cross, then 

the name was changed in Red Bonnet in 1793 and had a rigorous and extreme tendency; it was the 

most republican section in Paris. 
 

« Then the commissioners went to the hospice of the Incurables, rue de Sèvres, and summoned the 

Superior of forty Daughters of Charity serving at the big hospital. She was ordered to shut the 

Church to the public as well as the five chapels in the patients’ wards.» 
24

 

 

«On the evening of Easter, the people surrounded the hospital, causing great commotion at the 

doors and windows threatening to enter and massacre the Sisters… guards were placed at the 

                                                 
21

 Ibid  
22

 MSR, LD p.29-30 
23

 Ibid 
24

 Ibid p. 83 
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doors to prevent the good priests to go in. This situation lasted for several months, without hearing 

Mass and without receiving the Sacraments.Finally they were sent away from the hospital.» 
 

They left the hospital at the end of June 179 and dispersed in different places. The Incurables was 

the only hospice where the Sisters were compelled to leave their service. 

Jeanne-Antide went to the Mother House. "Sister Thouret returned for two months to the 

Community, then she was sent to Bray, in Picardie, in a hospital … She was happy to go back to the 

Mother House to be more united to God, away from the world, and to have a more regulated life. 

During this time she received a letter from her Godmother, who informed her of her virtuous 

father’s death, and that he had been buried on Palm Sunday …" 
25

 

 

She met also one of her brothers, Pierre, who came looking for her to greet her before joining the 

army.  

 

 At that time: 
The Daughters of charity were particularly considered as anti-constitutionals.  

In April 1791 gangs of wicked women attacked the Sisters teaching in various neighbourhoods 

because they refused the Constitution, and because of «their anti-constitutional teaching to 

children». Gorsas through the articles in his newspaper, Le Courrier de Paris, incited and supported 

those violent movements.  

 

 In one of his articles he published the list of convents victims of violence: «… where 

salutary canes corrected fanatism: Visitation rue st Antoine, Récolettes rue du Bac, 

Filles du Précieux Sang, Filles du Calvaire rue du faubourg St Jacques… The grey 

Sisters of St Sulpice, of St Laurent, of Ste Marguerite, of Madeleine, of St Germain 

l’Auxerrois, who were all taking advantage of the approaching Easter to lead to Revolt, 

the children entrusted to their care, were not spared ».
26

 

 

A royalist newspaper «L’Ami du Roi (The King’s friend)» relates the facts in these terms: 

 

« They saw (the national guards) these pious Daughters of St Vincent, whose dedication 

is so heroic and humble and profound, being scourged and stricken at the very hands of 

those men and women whom they had nourished when hungry, clothed when naked, and 

cured when deadly wounded. In a word they had the pain of seeing all the anger being 

taken out on these innocent women as wild soldiers would do when assaulting a city; 

and these torments went on for several hours. » 
27

 

 

The Daughters of Charity of St. Marguerite were so ill-treated, that three of them, whose superior 

was 86 years old, died a few days later, «on 19
th

 April 1791, from the outrageous scourging they 

had suffered» 
28

 

 

Following this excess, the Director of the public department published a decree, on 11
th

 April 1791, 

in order to try to ensure the liberty of Cult and to avoid this kind of trouble. A Decree ordered the 

closure to the public of all the Churches not destined to the constitutional cult, and « …the 

Churches in hospitals, prisons, and convents could remain open only under certain conditions: not 

to be opened to the public, and that the celebrant must have the mandate of the Bishop of Paris 

(Article 7).  

                                                 
25

 MSR, LD p. 30 
26

 Boussoulade P., op cit p. 78 
27

 Ibid p. 79 
28
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 Article 9 «allowed the religious to have their cult celebrated by a priest who had not taken the oath, 

but only for them. » 
29

 
 

The religious teachers (like all people with a public function regarding education), by the decree of 

17
th

 April 1791, were compelled to take the constitutional oath. Many were the Daughters of 

Charity teaching in a parish’s “Charity House”, which included a dispensary, soup for the poor and 

education for girls. 

Having refused the oath requested by the decree issued on 17
th

 Avril, a certain number of Sisters 

had to leave the “Charity House”. At the same time some grey Sisters «loved by the poor» enjoyed 

the benevolence of the authority, and a good number of them was able to carry on the teaching in 

their schools. 

 

All these news were certainly known by the community of the Sisters at the Incurables. 

 

 

V- BRAY SUR SOMME ET PERONNE   September 1791 – August 1792 
 
Two months later Jeanne Antide reached the hospital in Bray sur Somme

30
. There, J.A. for the first 

time practiced blood-letting. Her success in applying this technique thanks to her attentive 

observation and her dexterity caused the jealousy of one of the Sisters.  

With her Sisters she suffered the attacks of the Revolution as they refused to leave their habit. They 

also tried to make them ride on donkeys to lead them to the tree of freedom (pamphleteer cult of the 

Revolution), but "the Good Lord made it rain so much from morning till evening: so that they could 

not realize their plan." 
 

«Then the decree of deportation of Catholic priests 
31

 who had not taken the oath was issued; and 

there was also the order prohibiting the wearing of religious habits... . »   
 

On mid-April 1792, the revolutionaries wanted them to take the oath of fidelity to the laws and to 

do away with their habit. Because of her refusal Jeanne Antide was hit with the butt of a hand gun 

which broke her ribs, making her suffer for several months. 

 

Sr Rosalie in her manuscript did not speak explicitly of the above episode, but Jeanne Antide told 

the story in a letter to Prefect Debry in February 1805 : 

«  ..I was sent to a hospital in Bray near Péronne in Picardie; there I was left to the mercy of the 

revolutionary army from whom I suffered two broken ribs … … » 
32

   

 

In the Parish Church of St. Nicholas, a poster shows how Jeanne Antide’s presence did not pass 

unnoticed. The text of this poster ends with these words: 

 

«  …Picardie can claim JA as its own, if not because of her origins, at least because of 

her stay at Bray and Peronne, especially because of her admirable witnessing to Faith 

and to Religion given while in Bray during the troubled times of the Revolution.  

St Jeanne Antide Thouret, pray for this region of Bray sur Somme where you 

confessed your Faith. » 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
29

 Ibid p80 
30

 MSR, LD p. 28-29 
31

 Decree of 26
th 

May 1792 
32

 Letter to Mr Debry, 14 February 1805, LD p. 222-223 
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 At the same time in Paris: 
The decree of 4

th
 August 1792 prescribed the abolition of all Congregations. However, in article 3 

the religious serving in  hospitals and other charitable establishments were excluded. 

To bring religious women back to the life of a common citizen and give them a place in society, 

was considered a benevolent act, a liberation act made in their favour; for they were often 

considered lost and indoctrinated by the refractory priests.  

The great reproach that was made to the religious or secular Institutes was that of being a 

corporation, which hindered them from submitting themselves to the laws of the State and to 

participate in the project of «Social Contract». The following is the first part of the Decree of the 

18
th

 August 1792 abolishing all secular corporations: 

 

«The preamble of this decree was deeply inspired by the principles of Rousseau. It said 

that «the Assembly considering that a true free State must not allow any corporation, not 

even those who devoted themselves to the teaching of the public, and who have rightly 

deserved the praise of their country, then the legislative body established to eliminate all 

religious corporation, and it must abolish for good also the customs that were proper to 

them.  

 The corporations known in France by the name of secular ecclesiastic Congregations 

…and the Congregations of women such as those of … and generally all the religious 
corporations and secular congregation of men and women, ecclesiastic or lay, even those 

uniquely vowed to serve in the hospitals and to care for the sick, under no matter what 

denomination they may exist in France, whether they live only in one house or in several 

houses, together with families, brotherhoods, penitents of all colours, pilgrims or any 

other pious and charitable associations, are extinct or suppressed from the day of the 

publication of the present decree.» 
33

 
 

However, due to the impossibility of replacing from one day to the next, the hospital Sisters, the 

Sisters were kept for their service, with a personal agreement.  

After the fall of the Royalty on the 10
th

 August of the same year, many religious were concerned 

about the oath Liberty-Equality. New accusations were made about the religious.  

The grey Sisters of the foundlings sent a request to the Legislature: «Our days are absolutely 

insecure; people continually insult and threaten us.» 
34

 
 

The last days of August were marked by the aggravation of the situation at the French borders, and 

this created in Paris a climate of obsessive fear and anguish 

The prisons were full. Other places were converted into prisons, one of which was the Carmelite 

Convent.  

The people were influenced by collective propaganda exasperating the anguish about the nearing 

foreign invasion, thus, causing a series of massacres, from the 2
nd

 to the 7
th

 September: the 

September’s massacres saw bloodshed in the 9 prisons in Paris. 

 

The first prison hit was that at the Carmel, in the afternoon of 2
nd

 September: 

 

« At about 4 o’clock, a troop broke into the convent’s garden; some priests were there, 

some were killed on the spot, others were taken into the chapel, where their other 

companions were; a marshalling yard was organized, the condemned were pushed into 

the garden and on a stairway, where they met their death.» 
35
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35
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 11 

150 priests were killed at the Carmelite convent, 223 priests were killed in all, together with 900 to 

1000 other people. This brings to a total of approximately 1200 victims. Such cruelty made the 

public shiver, and it remained engraved in their memory for a very long time.  

Jeanne Antide never spoke about this episode… She was certainly still in Péronne. 

 

VI- THE MOTHER HOUSE    Autumn 1792 – November 1793 
 
Jeanne Antide went there in autumn 1792. She was sick. 

"I returned to Paris, at the Mother House looking for help from doctors and surgeons and I was 

bedridden for a year. I had just begun to feel better when the Department of Paris issued, or made 

issue the dissolution of the Community; and we were told to withdraw as soon as possible, and so 

we did. This happened sometimes after the death of the Queen. Therefore, I was a true victim of the 

Revolution." 
36

 
 

An attitude unfavourable to Christianity grew thanks to the propaganda of certain newspapers. The 

fight against the department of Vendée which opposed resistance to the revolutionary led to a 

dictatorial Regime.   

The refractory priests were considered allied against the revolutionaries, and the religious women 

refusing to take the oath of Liberty – Equality were considered as suspects. The movement against 

Christianity reached Paris towards the end of 1793.  

The monasteries were empty. Only the religious serving in hospices and orphanages had remained 

in the Capital.  

The refractory cult could no longer be celebrated in the convents’ chapels, clandestine offices were 

organised from the beginning of 1793, and religious women were the first ones to take part in it.  
 

« When she got the strength to walk, the novice mistress often made her wear the Mass vestments, 

to take them to the Catholic priests in some houses in Paris. … The Revolution was still at its 

height: if she had been caught doing that they would have killed her.» 
37

   
 

In November 1793 began the period of Terror. Sister Deleau, Superior General of the Daughters of 

Charity was worried : 
 

« The Committee of the Public Health Department in Paris, on the 10th September, 

ordered to search the house of Sister Deleau: «Having been informed that the Superior or 

General of the house of charity situated in rue du Faubourg St. Denis, opposite to St. 

Lazare, was very aristocratic, and that she corrupted the spirit of the other Sisters of that 

house, it was decided that the committee of surveillance of the Northern Section would 

examine the papers of this Superior, would seal them if necessary, and shall put her 

under arrest if deemed it necessary and, in case of the contrary, the Committee would be 

informed before setting her free; it was also ordered that the Committee of surveillance  

of the said section would also search the other women who lead the house and shall deal 

with them as explained earlier, taking care however, that the service of the poor would 

not suffer.» 
38

 
 

Nothing was found, and Mother Deleau was set free. Their Mother House since October 1792 was 

occupied by the National Guard, who used it as a barracks. The sisters stayed in another part of the 

building. 
 

Sr Rosalie’s manuscript confirmed this situation, in fact J.A. could not receive the sacraments 

because no refractory priest could be contacted. She could only do so by going through great risks: 

                                                 
36
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37
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38

 Boussoulade P., op cit p. 136 
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« There were no priests at all to minister; they all had been deported. Some were in hiding and did 

not dare to approach this community, because the Section had taken away the keys of the house and 

closed the doors in the evening and opened them in the morning. The soldiers often went to the 

courtyard to exercise. However a priest dressed as a soldier once came to hear her confession. At 

that time the Revolution was at its height, when the King was executed » 
39

  

 

In fact, they were all expelled from the Mother House in October 1793.  

«It was also the year when the Queen was executed in the month of October, and 15 days later, the 

National Chamber decreed the dissolution of the community and all the Sisters who lived there 

were sent back to their respective family»  
40

 
 

In 1794 arrived the Great Terror, and many religious who refused to take the oath of Liberty-

Equality were imprisoned or killed, among them 2 Daughters of Charity were shot at Angers on 1
st
 

February, another was guillotined in Dax on 9
th

 April, four were guillotined in June at Cambrai. 

Mother Deleau wrote in a circular letter of 1
st
 January 1804: 

 

 

…My very dear sisters 

“…I wish that my work would allow me to put before your eyes the 

edifying virtues of several Sisters who died during the Revolution. I 

refer to some of them whom God has called to Him, since our recovery 

… 

A list of our dear Sisters, who were left out in the previous circulars 

and who died after the circular of 1802, follows. Here are the dear 

Sisters whose name was missing: Marie Madeleine Fontaine, Thérèse 

Madeleine Fantou, Jeanne Gérard, Maire Françoise Pélagie Lasne; they 

were all guillotined at Arras for our holy religion…» 
41

 

 

 

VII- JEANNE ANTIDE  AT MR VINCENT’s SCHOOL 
 

It was in this quickly changing situation that Jeanne Antide lived her time of formation and her 

service, according to Mr Vincent’s model. 

She found God in her personal and communal prayer and in a varied service of the poor. The trials 

she faced (health, family troubles, various concerns) tried her faith and vocation. She experienced 

life within a Congregation with a specific spirituality, a Rule, and community life, where she learnt 

obedience.  

She found joy there … She was happy to be a Daughter of Charity, happy to be there where God 

wanted her to be. She seemed to live, in spite of many difficulties, a life corresponding to the inner 

call which had grown in her. She felt at ease with her vocation. 

She felt joy in spite of the threats to her vocation and to her life she was faced with. 

The Revolution brought her back on the road, yet she was enriched and transformed by all that she 

went through and she returned to her country looking for “what God wanted from her”. 

The particular time she spent in Paris certainly marked her and taught her to «join the interior with 

the exterior» as Mr Vincent used to say.
42

    
 

That is what Jeanne-Antide tried to pass on to her daughters when as a Foundress she formed them 

to active and contemplative life. The years spent in Paris did mark her deeply and when she went 

back there in 1807 and in 1821 certainly did not feel at all lost. 
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